Beta Phi Chapter of Sigma Chi Fraternity Capital Campaign

Frequently Asked Questions

Twice the Chapter has been closed and the house lost. What prevents this from happening again?
1. Proper Funding. In the 1980s pledges were made but not collected resulting in a large debt. It also was poorly designed and could not stand up to the rigors of college men. 

2. Proper Alumni interaction and supervision. Seven different adult groups comprise the Seven Circles of Support. These mentor, advise and guide the chapter. By leveraging technology, alumni worldwide can assist those on the ground in Tucson.

If we don’t hit the goal of $4 million what happens?
Because of poor economic conditions, funds are coming in lower than expected. We are working to revise the house design to fall within the $3 million to $3.5 million range.

Can we hit the new goal?

We think we can hit goal. In December 2010 we have pledges from 155 alumni totaling almost $1.4 million and have collected $591,381 to date from 56 alumni. With 1,600 living alumni, our goal is ambitious but achievable. Brothers giving at levels matching their capability will get us there. A well-designed facility with solid construction with little or no debt is also fundamental to success. 
The campaign seems to have been going awhile, why aren’t we farther?

1. The death of Ron Bergamo was a tremendous blow to the campaign. He was a driving force of much of the effort. We hope to bring honor to Ron by successfully reaching the goals of the campaign. 

2. It took more time than anticipated to complete Phase I of the campaign. We are now ready for all Beta Phi’s to get on board and join us. 

Can we recruit quality young men?

Yes. With the leasing of the Kappa Sigma house the Beta Phi undergraduates have been very successful in recruiting. For example, the 11-member pledge class for the spring of 2010 has an accumulated grade point average of 3.5. In addition, the chapter had the highest grade point average on all fraternities on campus and was named a Chapter of Excellence by the University of Arizona. The ideals of Sigma Chi have and will continue to attract quality young men. 

How do we keep the bad kids out?

The keys to long term success are proper funding and alumni interaction and supervision. We cannot afford to put the active chapter into a precarious position like was done the 1980s with improper funding and too few alumni volunteers. 

Is the UofA supportive of the Greek System?

Yes. The University recognizes the contribution in time and money that Greek Alumni make to the University. They have committed resources and staff to develop leadership programs within the Greek system.

How is the Greek System doing?

The system is healthy and thriving in 2010. There are about 50 fraternities and sororities currently on campus. Rush has had as many as 750 students seeking admission to the Greek system, more than it could absorb.

I’m willing to make a commitment contingent on the fundraising getting to a certain level, say $2.5 Million.  Does that work? 

Yes that works. Pledge now and when we hit that milestone you can make it official. 

Is my gift tax deductible?


As a general rule of thumb about 30% is tax deductible. 

